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  Editorial Note 

As we continue to advocate for the development of better working conditions 

for informal-cross border traders in Beitbridge, this newsletter brings to awareness 

the challenges faced by informal-cross border traders, and the need for the 

development of policies that are pro-informal traders. The newsletter also 

highlights the importance of informal traders associations in protecting the 

interests and rights of informal traders. Since informal trade is a large sector that 

comprises of different informal traders selling different kinds of products, in this 

newsletter, we advocate for the creation of more associations. We show the need 

for the formation of informal traders associations at Ward level that will work with 

the Beitbridge Informal Traders Association to deal with the speciÀc issues of each 

Ward. To expand awareness on the challenges faced by informal traders, we 

show how CYDT used podcasts to bring informal traders issues to the fore. 
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CYDT raises awareness on informal traders` challenges 

he prevailing conditions require 

innovative, creative and modern 

ways of interacting with the target 

audience, as a result, CYDT has 

developed a talk show called the "The 

Vendor Podcast" that seeks to provide 

relevant knowledge to young men and 

young women involved in informal 

trading.  

The vibrant talk show has enhanced 

online visibility on the plight of informal 

and cross border traders in Beitbridge. It 

has provoked a fruitful debate that will 

surely put pressure on the government 

and local authorities to improve the 

working conditions of informal and cross 

border traders resulting in localized 

policy formulation for informal traders in 

the border town. 

Led by an expert in podcasting with 

informal traders and stakeholders as 

guest speakers, two podcast episodes 

have been produced so far. The Àrst one 

focused on the challenges faced by 

informal traders in general while the 

second one highlighted the importance 

of informal traders associations in 

standing up for the rights of informal 

traders.  

In rating the importance of the podcast, 

a Beitbridge youth informal trader, 

Siboniso Dube said, “I do not remember 

the last time I listened to a radio show. I 

honestly prefer podcasts now. I only go 

online and search podcasts that tackle 

issues that I like. Therefore, this is really a 

creative move by CYDT. Now, I will be 

able to download these podcast 

episodes and listen to them at my own 

time. That is the advantage of podcasts." 

"It is important that the plight of informal 

traders in Beitbridge be heard at both 

local and national level so as to have 

policy change. I encourage young 

people to never miss these hugely 

enlightening episodes." 
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